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                        Introducing the New Agency by Design Website

                    

                


                
                    
                        Welcome to the new Agency by Design website! Because the new website is so rich with content and features, we think it might be helpful to take you on a tour to get a sense of all it has to offer. The new site boasts 29 educator tools and practices that accompany the Agency by Design framework for maker-centered learning, featured documentation and assessment resources highlighting the most recent phases of work, Agency by Design media and publications, and project and funder pages to highlight the Origin Project, Early Childhood in the Making, and Making Across the Curriculum. The video below walks you through the elements of the site and gives an overview of each page.
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                        Materials Exploration

                    

                


                
                    
                        This practice promotes noticing, play, and exploration. When learners have time to tinker with materials they can gain an understanding of the affordances, possibilities, and constraints inherent in a variety of making materials.
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                        Inquiry Cycle Tool

                    

                


                
                    
                        The Inquiry Cycle is a tool to support teacher and student learning—and to make that learning visible—all the while exploring the capacities associated with the Agency by Design framework for maker-centered learning.
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                        Tinkering Towards a Definition of Tinkering

                    

                


                
                    
                        How do you define tinkering? In this post, Agency by Design principal investigator Shari Tishman tinkers towards a definition of tinkering that considers standard text book definitions, examples from real life tinkerers, and a consideration of the “symptoms” of tinkering.
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                        When a Ship is not a Ship—It’s a Sabre-toothed Cat! A Story of Maker Empowerment and Collective Agency

                    

                


                
                    
                        Ilya Pratt, AbD Oakland Leadership Team member and Design+Make+Engage program director at Park Day School, tells a tale of maker empowerment and collective agency through the story of Kyle and the saber-toothed cat.
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                        Parts, Purposes, Complexities

                    

                


                
                    
                        This thinking routine helps learners slow down and make careful, detailed observations by encouraging them to look beyond the obvious features of an object or system. This thinking routine helps stimulate curiosity, raises questions, and surfaces areas for further inquiry.
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                            The Maker Mind: Jen Ryan at TEDxDirigo

                        

                    


                    
                        
                            

  
      



                        

                    


                    
                        
                                                            Agency by Design researcher Jen Ryan explores some of the central ideas from the framework at TEDxDirigo Generate.
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                        The Agency by Design guide to implementing maker-centered teaching and learning


Maker-Centered Learning provides both a theoretical framework and practical resources for the educators, curriculum developers, librarians, administrators, and parents navigating this burgeoning field. Written by the expert team from the Agency by Design initiative at Harvard's Project Zero, this book


	Identifies a set of educational practices and ideas that define maker-centered learning, and introduces the focal concepts of maker empowerment and sensitivity to design.
	Shares cutting edge research that provides evidence of the benefits of maker-centered learning for students and education as a whole.
	Presents a clear Project Zero-based framework for maker-centered teaching and learning
	Includes valuable educator resources that can be applied in a variety of design and maker-centered learning environments
	Describes unique thinking routines that foster the primary maker capacities of looking closely, exploring complexity, and finding opportunity.



A surge of voices from government, industry, and education have argued that, in order to equip the next generation for life and work in the decades ahead, it is vital to support maker-centered learning in various educational environments. Maker-Centered Learning provides insight into what that means, and offers tools and knowledge that can be applied anywhere that learning takes place.
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